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on the first two days; the cattle are specially made much of, given a rest, and supplied with extra food. There is also a good deal of cock-fighting, a pastime to which many of the middle and lower classes are particularly addicted. Alms are also freely distributed, and presents are given to dependants. It is also one of the three great festivals when it is the custom to put on new clothes: the other two being the Dasara and Samvatsaradi. During this season it is customary for a wife, together with her husband, to visit her own people, who are then feasted and presented with new clothes and jewels.
Of the three days during which the festival lasts the first is called bhogi (rejoicing) and 'is the eve to the festival proper. On this day oil baths are universally taken. This does not mean that a bath is taken in a tub of oil, but that the body is rubbed with oil. The houses are cleaned and decorated, and a particular dish is eaten made of new rice and dhal, cooked together in milk. The name Pongal for this feast is said to have arisen from this custom. If the pot boils well, it is thought to be a good omen; therefore when friends meet they ask each other, " Has it boiled (pongal) ?" hence the name Pongal. On this day and on the next those classes who usually consume animal food* scrupulously abstain from it. The second day is the chief one, when there is special worship and the gods are carried in procession, with much beating of drums, blaring of trumpets, and other barbarous accompaniments of such processions. The third day is devoted to very much the same kind of things as the second.
(2) MAHA SIVABATEI, or the great night of Siva, is an important festival. Every month has a Sivaratri on the eve of the new moon, when the worshippers of Siva fast all day and perform special rites to their god, but the annual festival is called the great (mahd) night of Siva; and it is held on the eve of the new